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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
AGRICULTURAL  ADJUSTMENT  AGENCY 
State  College,  New  Mexico 
September  8,  1945 

FARM     WA  R      NEWS  NO.  155 

HEMPHILL  HEADS  STATE  PMA  OFFICE 

C.  V,  Hemphill,  member  of  the  State  AAA  Committee  since  1939  and  Chairman 
for  the  past  17  months,  is  the  state  director  of  the  field  service  branch  of 
the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration,  Administrator  J«  B.  Hutson  announced 
this  week.    G.  E.  Turner  will  be  assistant  director* 

The  announcement  came  as  Administrator  Hutson  made  assignments  of  functions 
and  personnel  for  each  state,  as  a  further  step  in  consolidating  operations 
under  the  new  agency.    The  assignments,  effective  September  1,  cover  primarily 
the  programs  formerly  carried  out  by  state  offices  of  the  Agricultural  Adjust- 
ment Agency  and  field  offices  of  Commodity  Credit  Corporation^  Office  of  Sup- 
ply. 

In  New  Mexico  Mr.  Turner,  under  "the  supervision  and  direction  of  the  state 
director,  will  be  primarily  concerned  with  marketing  programs.    In  addition  to 
his  supervisory  duties,  Mr.  Hemphill  will  be  directly  responsible  for  produc- 
tion activities. 

The  production  programs  will  include  agricultural  -conservation,  adjustment, 
crop  insurance,  sugar  payment,  and  related  production  activities.    The  marketing 
programs  will  include  primarily  school  lunch,  direct  distribution,  and  related 
food  use  and  preservation  programs.    In  addition,  price  support,  loan,  subsidy, 
purchase,  sale,  and  marketing  programs  will  be  assigned  to  state  offices. 

Commenting  on  the  state  assignments,  Mr.  Hutson  said:  "We  are  engaged  in 
a  very  broad  reorganization,  and  it  will  obviously  take  time  to  find  the  best 
answers  to  all  the  detailed  administrative  problems.     I  am  confident,  however, 
that  the  new  organization  represents  a  progressive  and  positive  step  toward 
better  production  and  marketing  of  farm  products." 
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RESTRICTIONS  OH  730  QL  SALES  ENDED 

It's  no  longer  mandatory  to  sell  wool  to  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 
The  order  raking  CCC  the  sole  purchaser  of  most  domestic  v/ool  has  been  terminated, 
although  sales  may  still  be  made  to  CCC  under  the  purchase  program  which  renins 
in  effect  until  June  30,  1946, 

FARM  PRICES  HOLD  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Prices  received  by  farmers  on  August  15,  one  day  after  the  end  of  the  "war, 
averaged  204  percent  of  their  1909-1914  level,  the  USDft.  reports.  This  compared 
with  206  percent  received  on  July  15. 

The  parity  index— the  relation  of  prices  received  to  prices  paid  by  farm- 
ers— stood  at  118  on  August  15,  a  drop  of  one  point  from  the  previous  month  and 
five  points  below  the  war  peak  reached  in  April,  1943. 

FAQ  TO  START  'YORK  THIS  FALL 

The  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  of  the  United  nations  will  be  form- 
ally launched  at  a  conference  in  Canada  beginning  October  16.     The  conference 
will  set  up  a  working  organization,  choose  headquarters,  and  point  out  agricul- 
tural problems  in  need  of  immediate  attention. 

SENATE  COIHHTTEB  CONSIDERS  FOOD  STAMP  BILL 

A  bill  proposing  the  adoption  of  a  new  government  food  stamp  program  is 
now  pending  before  the  Senate's  agricultural  committee.    Supporters  of  the  bill, 
which  was  introduced  by  Senator  Aiken  of  Vermont  and  Senator  LaFollette  of 
Wis  con  sir,  believe  that  helping- low-income  families  eat  more  and  better  food  is 
one  of  the  best  ways  to  prevent  possible  farm  surpluses. 

The  proposed  legislation  estimates  that  the  average  low-income  family  spends 
40  percent  of  its  income  on  food  and  still  doesn*t  have  an  adequate  diet.  The 
new  bill  proposes  that  by  issuing  food  stamps,  the  government  carry  the  extra 
expense  necessary  to  bring  the  family  up  to  a  minimum  adequate  diet,  charging 
only  the  original  40  percent  of  the  income  for  the  stamps. 


The  housewife  would  spend  the  stamps  just  like  cash,  using  them  for  any  food 
she  wanted  to  buy  unless  the  stamps  were  specifically  earmarked.    T0  help  maintain 
a  steady  market  for  surplus  foods,  the  hill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture to  earmark  up  to  one-third  of  the  stamps  for  specified  foods. 

The  original  food  stamp  plan,  introduced  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Henry 
Wallace,  had  the  same  objectives  as  the  Aiken-LaFollette  bill:    a  better  diet 
for  the  people  and  the  disposal  of  surplus  farm  production.    Under  the  earlier 
Plan,  a  person  who  received  public  assistance  could  buy  a  minimum  of  a  dollar's 
worth  of  orange-colored  food  stamps  for  each  member  of  his  family.    For  every 
two  orange  stamps  he  bought,  he  received  one  blue  stamp  free.    The  blue  stamps 
were  use  to  buy  specified  surplus  foods. 

BETTER  FASHING  INCREASES  WHEAT  YIELDS 
The  primary  reasons  why  wheat  yields  have  increased  in  all  major  wheat  areas 
are,  according  to  USDA  specialists,  ^proved  varieties  better  prepared  to  combat 
drought,  diseases,  and  insects;  greater  use  of  soil  and  moisture  conservation 
practices;  and  mechanization. 

Planted  acre  yields  for  the  United  States  averaged  12.3  bushels  during 
1919-23  compared  with  16.4  bushels  during  1941-44. 

BY-PRODUCT  FEEDS  INCREASE  SHARPLY  | 
Total  production  of  byproduct  feeds  such  as  oilseed  cake  and  meal,  wheat 
millfeeds,  and  animal  scraps  has  increased  sharply  since  1939. 

U.  S.  output  of  oilseed  cake  and  meal  jumped  from  about  3,800,000  tons  in 
1939  to  6,000,000  tons  last  year.    Production  of  animal  scraps  was  up  15  percent, 
of  wheat  millfeeds  and  other  by-product  feeds  30  percent. 

HOLIDAY  BIRDS  AT  RECORD  HIGH 
To  meet  the  holiday  demand  for  traditional  turkey  dinners,  farmers  have  pro- 
duced a  record  crop  estimated  at  44,150,000  birds-22  percent  above  last  year's 
record. 
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